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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 1450 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1*50 



Appl No.: 
Applicant: 



10/528321 
Stephen Guffanti 



1'C/A.U.; 
Examiner: 



3714 
Bruk A. 
Gebremichae! 



Filed: 



9/26/2005 



Comtriissiwier for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 CFJL § 1.131 



1) 1 am one of the co-authors of flue book "Rocket Phonics," published on September 2, 2002. 

2) The first edition of "Rocket Vhonics" was tilled "Powrfoniks: The Student's Handbook," and 
■was created in February 2000. This edition was never available; to the public. 

3) Shortly after I created 'Towcrfonijcs: The Student's Handbook," 1 printed 20 copies of The book, 
arid I lent them to parents who took part, in a study at UCLA. This study lasted for three 
months, and each of those parents signed a nondisclosure agreement, attached hereto &s 
Exhibit A. 

4) On August i 5, 2001 , i received a phone call from Dr. CaUcrall of UCLA, informing mo of the 
results of the UCLA study, and specifically informing m& that Powrfoniks was nearly 4 tunes 
raster than the control group for teaching reading. The results aflhat study were only seat lo a 
few professors at UCLA and me. 

5) In March, 2002, 1 decided to revise "Powrfoniks; The Student's Handbook" and wrote a second 
edition, called "Rocket Phonics," 3 renamed the hook because other people were Vising the name 
"Powrfoniks." That-second, edition, like the first, was never available to the public. ! only 
srtwoittad the second edition to Cathy Duffy for review. Cathy Duffy is a publisher thai worked 
for Grove Publishing <\i (be time. 

6) I revised the bonk & third time after receiving some feedback from Cathy Duffy, also calling it 
"Rocket Phonics." 

7) I first advertised the book "Rocket Phonics" for sale on August 8, 2002, via our website 
hhp:/Av'cb.arehivc.org/wcb/*/http://vmw.rock<^homc^.corn 

S) Our first sale of the third edition of the booic now called "Rvt&iil Phonics" was in October 



9) The patent provisional Hied on September 1 6, 2002 is a correct and time copy of the third 
version of the book "Rocket Phonics" that was sold In October 2002, This book was also used 
to draft the paten icalion. 



2002. 



r, uuz 
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Fi-om:9<53943B35B 



10) On September 8, 2003.. i applied fora copyright QiUhe Ihird edilion of "Rocket Phonics;' filling 
ont FORM 'DC provided by the copyright office. A txuo and correct copy ofthat 

■ copyright Is attached herein as Exhibit B. 

11) When I jilted out FORM TX, I mistakenly listed the date of publication as the date when I 
decided 10 draft a formal copy of "Rocket Phonics" to be published and sold to the public 
However, now thai I am avwa of the legal definition of The word "publication," T am correcting 
the records si the copyright office using FORM CA, attached herein as Exhibit C. 

12) T hereby declare that all statements made, herein of my own knowledge are true smd that all 
statements made on information and belief arc believed To be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the know * ! i sisc sta orocnts made ars punishable by fine 
or imprisonment or both, tinder U U.B,C. 1 Oi.n and thai such winy false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



Submitted by, 




By /Robert D. Fish/ 
Roberi D. Fish 
Reg. No. 33,880 



CONFIDENTIALITY A GREEMENT 



This Confidentiality Agreement (this "Agreement") is made effective as of 6/ i 9/00, between 
Stephen CmJVanii. of 2250 Ticrra Verde Rd., Vista, California 92084, and 

whose child is using PowrFoniks Student I landbook # . 

In this Agreement, she party who owns the Confidential information will be referred to as 
"Guffanti", and the party to whom the Confidential Information will be disclosed will he referred 
to as "the parents". 

t mti is engaged t levelo ent treat lg method for k through 12 curriculum. The 
parents arc engaged in teaching their child. Guffanti has requested that the parents protect the 
confidential material and information which may be disclosed between Guffanti and the parents. 
Therefore, the parties agree as follows: 

I. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. The term "Confidential Information" means any 
information or material which is proprietary to Guffanti , whether or not owned or developed by 
Guffanti, which is no k> <4hct un b" Gull t i shi h the | cuts \ ob tin 

through any direct or indirect contact with Guffanti. 

A. Confidential information includes without limitation: 

- business records and plans and other proprietary information. 

B. Confidential information does not include: 

and any other information that both parties agree in writing is not confidential. 

n. PROTECTION OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. The parents understand and 
acknowledge that the Confidential Information lias been developed or obtained by Guffanti by the 
investment of significant time, effort and expense, and that trie Confidential information is a 
■valuable, special and unique asset of Cm Hand which provides Guffanti with a significant 
competitive advantage, and needs to be protected bom improper disclosure. In consideration for 
thv. di i li i sc 1 i d^v ill ! . tv fin _ l i Id in c< idenee and to not 

disclose the Confidential Information to any person or entity without the prior written consent of 
Guffanti. In addition, the parents agrees that: 

/'. No Copying/Modi/} ing The parents will not copy or modify any Confidential 
Information without the prior written consent of Guffanti. 

it. Application to Employees. Further, the parents shall not disclose any Confidential 
Information to am employees of the parents, except those employees who are required to 
hrwc the Confidential Information it! order to perform their job duties in connection with the 
limited purposes of this Agreement. Each permitted employee to whom Confidential 
information is disclosed shall sign a non-disclosure agreement substantially the same as this 
Agreement at the request of Guffanti. 

Hi. Unauthorized Disclosure of Information. If it appears that the parents has disclosed (or 
has threatened to disclose) Confidential Information in violation ol this Agreement, Guffanti 
shall be entitled to an injunction to restrain the parents from disclosing, in whole or in part, 
the Confidential Information. Guffanti shall not be prohibited by this provision from 
pursuing other remedies, including a claim for losses and damages. 



Exhibit A 
page 1 ©f 2 



III, RETURN OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. Upon receiving a written request the 
parents shall return to Guffanti ail written materials containing the Confidential Information. The 
parents shall also deliver to Ouffanii written statements signed by {hern certifying that all 
materials have been returned within five (5) days of receipt of the request. 

IV. RELATIONSHIP OF PARTIES, Neither party has an obligation under this Agreement to 
purchase any service or item from the other party, or commercially offer any products using or 
incorporating' the ( Anlidcniial Information. Tins Agreement does not create any agency, 
partnership, or joint venture. 

V. NO WARRANTY. Guffanti acknowledges and agrees that the Confidential 

Information is provided on an AS IS basis. Guffanti MAKES NO W ARRANTIES, 
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, WITH RESPECT TO THE CONFIDENTIAL 
INFORMATION AND HEREBY EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ANY AND ALL 
IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE. IN NO EVENT SHALL Guffanti BE LIABLE FOR 
ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT. SPECIAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES IN 
CONNECTION WITH OR ARISING OUT OF THE PERFORMANCE OR USE OF 
ANY PORTION OF THE CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION. Guffanti does not 
represent or warrant that any product or business plans disclosed to Child U will be 
marketed or carried out as disclosed, or at all. Any actions taken by Child U in 
response to the disclosure of the Confidential Information shall be solely at the risk 
of Child U. 

VI. LIMITED LICENSE TO USE The parents shall not acquire any intellectual property 
rights under this Agreement except the limited right to use sei out above. The parents 
acknowledge that, as between Guffanti arid the parents, the Confidential Information and all 
related copyrights and other intellectual property rights, are (and at all times will be) the property 
of Guffanti, even if suggestions, comments, and/or ideas made by the parents are incorporated 
into the Confidential Information or rclaied materials during the period of this Agreement. 

VII. GENERAL PROVISIONS. This Agreement sets forth the entire understanding of the 
parlies regarding confidentially \ny amendments must l\ m \\nimg and .nancd iw both p ufies. 
this Agreement shall be construed under the laws of the State of California. This Agreement 
shall not be assignable h> either party, and neither party may delegate its duties under this 
Agreement, without the prioi written consent of the other party. The confidentiality provisions of 
this Agreement shall remain in full force and effect also: t •.-sicain* date o dm Agreement. 



Information Owner: 
Stephen Guffanti 

By: 

Date 
Recipient: 



By: 

Date 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 1450 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 



Appl No.: 
Applicant: 



10/528321 
Stephen Guffanti 



TC/A.U.: 
Examiner: 



3714 
Bruk A. 
Gebremichael 



Filed: 



9/26/2005 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 



1) I am one of the co-authors of the book "Rocket Phonics," published on September 2, 2002. 

2) I first advertised the book "Rocket Phonics" for sale on August 8, 2002, via our website 
http://web.archive.org/web/*/http://www.rocketphonics.com 

3) Our first sale of the book "Rocket Phonics" was in October 2002. 

4) The Applicant respectfully submits that the patent provisional filed on September 16, 2002 is 
a copy of the version of "Rocket Phonics" that was sold in October 2002. This book was used to 
draft the application itself. 

5) I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that will false statements made are punishable by fine 
or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001 and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 




Robert D. Fish 
Reg. No. 33,880 
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HE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 1450 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 



Appl No.: 
Applicant: 



Stephen Guffanti 



10/528321 



TC/A.U.: 
Examiner: 



3714 
Bruk A. 
Gebremichael 



Filed: 



9/26/2005 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 



1) I am one of the co-authors of the book "Rocket Phonics," published on September 2, 2002. 

2) I first advertised the book "Rocket Phonics" for sale on August 8, 2002, via our website 
http://web.archive.org/web/*/http://www.rocketphonics.com 

3) Our first sale of the book "Rocket Phonics" was in October 2002. 

4) The Applicant respectfully submits that the patent provisional filed on September 16, 2002 is 
a copy of the version of "Rocket Phonics" that was sold in October 2002. This book was used to 
draft the application itself. 

5) I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that will false statements made are punishable by fine 
or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001 and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 




Robert D. Fish 
Reg. No. 33,880 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PA 
P.O. 
ALEXANDRIA. 

10/528321 
Stephen Guffanti 

9/26/2005 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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NT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
»X 1450 

VA 22313-1450 



TC/A.U.: 
Examiner: 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1,131 



1) I am the named applicant on the above-refetenced patent application. 



2) The Office cited the book "Rocket Phonies' 



3) I invented the subject matter of using an 
entirely of letters of the standard alphabet- Mi 
book "Rocket Phonics," but did not invent the 



itA 



with clarifying phonetic symbols consisting 
een Guffanti helped me write the content of the 
teaching method or the teaching materials. 



4) I invented Rocket Phonics in December- January 
parents who agreed not to disclose the process 
children. Thus, prior to the publication date of pocket 
possession of, and had reduced to practice, the 
symbols consisting entirely of letters of the sta 



2000. From February 
4nd return the materials 

Phonics on 
^dea of using an ITA 
alphabet. 



5) I hereby declare that all statements made herein 
statements made on information and belief are 
statements were made with the knowledge that 
or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 100; 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any 



By 



Submitted by, 



3714 

BrukA. 

Gebremichael 



against the above-referenced application. 



to May of 2000, 
tried the process on their 
2, 2002, 1 was in 
clarifying phonetic 



September 



of my own knowledge are true and that all 
believed to be true; and further that these 
will false statements made are punishable by fine 
false statements may 



and that such willful 
patent issued thereon. 



Respectfully submitted. 



/IX/ ■■■ 



Stephen Gtrffanti'' 



/ J 



By. 



Robert D. Fish 
Reg. No. 33,880 



Mar 30 09 09:16a Maureen Guffanti 
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Applicant: 



IN THE UNITED STATES 

ALEXANDRIA, 

10/528321 
Stephen Guffanti 



PATErfT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
1450 
VA 22313-1450 



9/26/2005 



Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 



1) I am one of the co-authors of the book "Rocket Phonics/' published on September 2, 2002. 



2) I helped my husband, Stephen Guffanti, 
Phonics." However, Stephen Guffanti invented 
symbols consisting entirely of letters of the 
main idea. 

3) I herebv declare that all statements made he- 
statements made on information and belief are » 
statements were made with the knowledge that 
or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 100 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any 



and edit the content 
the idea of using an 
alphabet. I was 



stan lard 



TC/A.U.: 
Examiner: 



3714 
Bruk A. 
Gebremichael 



1TA 



not 



of the book "Rocket 
with clarifying phonetic 
a co -inventor of the 



..-ein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
Relieved to be true; and further that these 
will false statements made are punishable by fine 
and that such willful false statements may 
patent issued thereon 




Submitted by, 

By 

Robert D. Fish 
Reg. No. 33,880 



